88              Madame de Stael.

name of chief signifies the first to be precipi-
tated by the crowd that marches behind, al-
ways pushing to the front." She had already
written in 1795 : " When Robespierre tried to
separate himself from his companions and
make his own destiny, he was lost; he had
no personal force, he only ruled when he put
himself at the head of all the crimes."

The treatise on."The Passions " made a great
sensation. Madame de Stael desired this heart-
ily, and hoped that success would reopen to
her the gates of Paris. " Commend the. book,"
she wrote to Roederer, " so that the author
be not persecuted." It was indeed persecution
which then began and continued for eighteen
years, with more or less brief intervals of
truce. " Her conduct in Paris has afflicted the
friends of liberty very much," wrote Delacroix,
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, to the minister-
resident at Geneva, in December of 1795. The
resident had orders to watch the relations of
Madame de Stael with strangers and exiles,
notably with Wickham and Narbonne. They
were suspected of fostering rebellion in the
East From that time Madame de Stael had
the police in pursuit, and her record in the
hands of the police. When Narbonne ap-
proached from the frontier, the Directory
ordered "that he be carried off with all his